AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for providing adaptive programming listings to a 
customer communication device entity over a network by a host system, comprising: 

gathering a Mst of available prograxmning data from a server; 

storing eridthe list of available programming data in a database; 

gathering program recommendation guides from third parties and storing saidthe 
program recommendation guides in a recommendation guide database, saidthe program 
recommendation guides comprising hsts of programming data recommended by the third 
parties; 

presenting a user interface to saidthe customer entity along with saidthe program 
recommendation guides; 

receiving from saidthe customer entity at least one selection from s^the program 

recommendation guides and storing saidthe at least one selection in a customer preference 
database; 

receiving a request from saidthe customer entity for an on-screen program Hsting; 

processing saidttie request by comparing a list of recommended programming data of 
saidthe at least one program recommendation guide selection with saidthe Ust of available 
progranmiing data and modifying an available on-screen program listing of saidthe Ust of 
available prograimning data according to the Ust of recommended programming data of 
saidthe at least one program recommendation guide selection; 

presenting a filtered on-screen program hsting to saidthe customer entity resulting 
from saidthe processing; and 

automatically signaling a personal recording device to record a program on behalf of 
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saidthe customer entity; 

wherein the user interface includes an option to enable the customer to globally turn 
off and on preference filtering that allows the customer to access projaxamming that would 
otherwise be blocked without requiring the customer to edit previously selected customer 
preferences, wherein presenting the filtered on-screen program guide to the customer includes 
presenting otherwise blocked titles to the customer when the option is turned off 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising performing: 
transmitting a program signal to eaidthe customer entity in response to a request 

to yiew a program Hsted on saMthe filtered program Usting. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising: 
generating a custom program recommendation guide by saMthe host system using 

saMthe ayailable programming data and storing sdfcdthe custom program recommendation 
guide in g^the database. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein saMthe processing gaidthe 
request fiirther includes: 

deleting programs appearing as unacceptable programs on the list of recommended 
programmdng data of saMthe at least one program recommendation guide selection from 
saMthe ayailable on-screen program listing; 

retaining any programs appearing as acceptable programs on the Hst of recommended 
programming data of saidthe at least one program recommendation guide selection on eaidthe 
available on-screen program listing; and 

handling programs not otherwise dealt with by saidthe at least one program 
recommendation guide selection in accordance with instractions provided by saMthe 
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customer entity. 



6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein saidthe third parties include 
extemal sources comprising at least one of: 

a film institute; 

a magazine; 

a reUgious organization; 
a topical web site; 
a video store; and 
a commercial business. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein saidthe presenting a filtered 
on-screen program listing to saMthe customer entity resulting from satdthe processing further 
includes presenting a filtered on-screen program listing in accordance with an access level 
granted to an account member, saMthe access level extending or limiting access to view 
program listings. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein saidthe transmitting a 
program signal to saidthe customer entity in response to a request to view a program further 
includes transmitting saidthe program signal in accordance with an access level granted to an 
account member, smdthe access level extending or limiting access to view a program. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein saMthe automatically 
signaling a personal recording device to record saidthe program on behalf of sddthe customer 
entity further includes signaling saidthe personal recording device in accordance with an 
access level granted to an account member, saidthe access level extending or limiting access 
to record a program or view an already recorded program. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable 
computer program code for providing adaptive programming listings to a customer 
communication device entity over a network by a host system, the storage medium including 
instructions for causing a computer to implement a method, comprising: 

gathering a Hst of available progranmiing data from a server; 

storing saidthe Ust of programrning data in a database; 

gathering program recommendation guides from third parties and storing saMthe 
program recommendation guides in a recommendation guide database, saMthe program 
recommendation guides comprising hsts of programrning data recommended by the third 
parties; 

presenting a user interface to smdthe customer entity along with saMthe program 
recommendation guides; 

receiving from saidthe customer entity at least one selection from BeMthe program 
recommendation guides and storing saMthe at least one selection in a customer preferences 
database; 

receiving a request from saidthe customer entity for an on-screen program hsting; 

processing saidthe request by comparing a list of recommended programming data of 
s^the at least one program recommendation guide selection with saidthe list of available 
prograninung data and modifying an available on-screen program listing of saidthe hst of 
available progranmiing data according to the hst of recommended programming data of 
saidthe at least one program recommendation guide selection; 

presenting a filtered on-screen program hsting to saidthe customer entity resulting 
from saidthe processing; and 

automatically signaling a personal recording device to record a program on behalf of 
saidthe customer entity; 
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wherein the user interface includes an option to enable the customer to globally turn 
off and on preference filtering that allows the customer to access programming that would 
otherwise be blocked without requiring the customer to edit previously selected customer 
preferences, wherein presenting the filtered on-screen program guide to the customer includes 
presenting otherwise blocked titles to the customer when the option is turned off . 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) The storage medium of claim 1 1, further comprising 
instructions for causing saMthe computer to perform: 

transmitting a program signal to saidthe customer entity in response to a request to 
yiew a program. 

14. (Currently amended) The storage medium of claim 1 1, fiuther comprising 
instiTictions for causing saidthe computer to implement: 

generating a program recommendation guide by saidthe host system using saMthe 
available programming data and storing s^the custom program recommendation guide in 
saidthe recormnendation guide database. 

15. (Currently amended) The storage medium of claim 1 1, wherein s^the 
processing saidthe request further includes: 

removing programs appearing as unacceptable programs on the Ust of recommended 
programming data of saidthe at least one program recommendation guide selection from 
saidthe available on-screen program Usting; 

retaining any programs appearing as acceptable programs on the list of recommended 
progranmiing data of saidthe at least one program recommendation guide selection on saidthe 
available on-screen program listing; and 

handling programs not otherwise dealt with by saidthe at least one program 
recommendation guide selection in accordance with instructions provided by saidthe 
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customer entity. 



16. (Currently amended) The storage medium of claim 11, wherein saMthe Ihird 
parties include extemal sources comprising at least one of: 

a fihn institute; 

a magazine; 

a reUgious organization; 
a topical web site; 
a video store; and 
a commercial business. 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently amended) The storage medium of claim 1 1, wherein saMthe presenting 
a filtered on-screen program listing to saidthe customer entity resulting jfrom saMthe 
processing further includes presenting a filtered on-screen program fisting in accordance with 
an access level granted to an account member, saidthe access level extending or limiting 
access to view program listings. 

19. (Currently amended) The storage medium of claim 13, wherein saMthe 
transmitting a program signal to saadthe customer entity in response to a request to view a 
projgram further includes transmitting saMthe program signal in accordance with an access 
level granted to an account member, saidthe access level extending or limiting access to view 
a program. 

20. (Currently amended) The storage medium of claim 13, wherein saMthe 
automatically signaling a personal recording device to record saidthe program on behalf of 
saidthe customer entity further includes signaling saMthe personal recording device in 
accordance with an access level granted to an account member, saidthe access level extending 
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or limiting access to record a program or view an already recorded program, 

21. (Ciirrently Amended) A system for providing adaptive programming listings over 
a communications network, comprising: 

a customer entity comprising a communication device; 

a host system in communication with saidtiie customer entity via the communications 
network, saidthe host system comprising a server, a database of available programming data, 
a database of customer preferences, and a database of program recommendation guides; and 

a preference filtering system executing on gaMthe host system; 

wherein saidthe preference filtering system performs: 

gathering a hst of available programming data jfrom saidthe server; 

storing saMthe Ust of available programming data in saidthe database of 
available programming data; 

gathering program recommendation guides jfrom third parties and storing 
s^the program reconmaendation guides in soMthe database of program recommendation 
guides, smdthe program recommendation guides comprising lists of programming data 
recommended by the third parties; 

presenting a user interface to smdthe customer entity along with saidthe 
program recommendation guides; 

receiving firom saMthe customer entity at least one selection from saidthe 
program recommendation guides; 

storing saidthe at least one program recommendation guide selection in 

eaidthe database of customer preferences; 

receiving a request from gaMthe customer entity for an on-screen program 

listing; 
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processing saidthe request by comparing a list of recommended programming 
data of saMthe at least one program recommendation guide selection with saidthe list of 
available programming data and modifying an available on-screen program listing ofsaMthe 
list of available prograrnmdng data according to the list of recommended progranuning data 
of saidthe at least one program recommendation guide selection; 

presenting a filtered on-screen program listing to saidthe customer entity 
resulting from saidthe processing; and 

automatically signaling a personal recording device to record a program on 
behalf ofsmdthe customer entityi 

wherein the user interface includes an option to enable the customer entity to 
globallv turn off and on preference filtering that allows the customer entity to access 
programaning that would otherwise be blocked without requiring the customer entity to edit 
previously selected customer preferences, whereiii presenting the filtered on-screen program 
guide to the customer entity mcludes presenting otherwise blocked titles to the customer 
entity when the option is turned off 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently amended) The system of claim 21, wherein saidthe customer entity 
comprises at least one of a: 

television; 

a personal recording device; 

a telephone; 

a set-top box; 

a personal computer; and 

a personal digital assistant. 
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24. (New) The method of claim 6, wherein the third parties include extemal 
sources comprising a film institute. 

25. (New) The method of claim 9, wherein the account member is a member of a 
household and is provided access to program recommendation guides based upon rights 
assigned by a master account holder in the household. 

26. (New) The method of claim 10, wherein the account member is a member of 
a household and is provided access to program recommendation guides based upon ri^ts 
assigned by a master account holder in the household. 

27 . (New) The system of claim 2 1 , wherein the third parties include extemal 
sources comprising a film institute and at least one of: 

a magazine; 

a religious organization; 
a topical web site; 
a video store; and 
a commercial business. 

28. (New) The system of claim 21, wherein the preference filtering system further 
performs: 

transmitting a program signal to the customer entity iu response to a request 
to view a program hsted on the filtered program listing and in accordance with an access 
level granted to an accoimt member, the access level extending or limiting access to view a 
program; 

wherein the account member is a member of a household and is provided access to 
program recommendation guides based upon rights assigned by a master account holder in 
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the household. 



29. (New) The system of claim 21, wherein the preference filtering system further 
performs: 

transmitting a program signal to the customer entity in response to a request 
to view a program Usted on the filtered program Hsting; 

wherein the automatically signaling a personal recording device to record the program 
on behalf of the customer entity further includes signaling the personal recording device in 
accordance with an access level granted to an account member, the access level extending or 
limiting access to record a program or view an already recorded program; 

wherein the account member is a member of a household and is provided access to 
program recommendation guides based upon ri^ts assigned by a master account holder in 
the household. 
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